
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2009 
The fun begins Wednesday Afternoon/Evening December 23rd!! 

Cost: $1185.00 all inclusive 
Pre-Convention from December 24-27 at Congregation Am Yisrael in Northfield, IL. 
The International Convention 2009, December 27-31, in Chicago Marriott Downtown. 
The cost of $1185 USD includes overnight Train (leaving December 23 and returning January 1, 2010) to 
and from the convention, tours, meals and accommodations at the Chicago Marriott Downtown, 
Chicago, IL, convention insurance, staff supervision, Shabbat programming, leadership and special 
interest workshops, convention sourcebook and a full kit of materials, regional regalia, and much more!  

 

Transportation: 
We will be traveling as a group via AMTRAK train from Buffalo.  However, the price includes tickets TO Buffalo 
from the  following cities: Poughkeepsie, Albany, Utica, Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo; arriving in Washington 
DC early in the morning on December 24th.  We are traveling from Buffalo to Chicago with ECRUSY (the Canadian 
region).   NOTE:  the price of $1185 includes a travel equalization for the train fares from all cities.  HOWEVER, if 
you want to begin/end in Buffalo, there is a $25 discount… please note that on your check. 
 

Important Information: 
When you register for this program, you are signing up to be part of the Tzafon Region delegation, traveling with 
Tzafon Region, and participating in the Tzafon Region pre-convention and IC 2009. Should you wish to deviate 
from this package, you must fax or mail a letter to the Tzafon Region office at (518) 438.2052, and contact the 
Sandra Goldmeer, Regional Youth Director, to make arrangements, which will affect the cost and logistics of your 
participation. 
 

Deadline:     October 23, 2009.  Registration is on a first come, first served basis. 
 

Application Procedure: 
Enclosed you will find the Tzafon Region IC 2009 registration form along with the International Convention and 
pre-convention applications. All forms and payments must be turned into the Regional Office. If you have any 
questions, please call the Tzafon Region office at (518) 438.2052.   

No Applicant will be accepted unless: 
The Tzafon Region registration, IC application, and pre-convention applications are completed in full, and all 
signatures are included.   Please note: signatures of USYer, Parent (2 places), Youth Director, and Rabbi are 
required on the Convention application, your name appears on chapter dues record for the 5770/2009-2010 year 
with file copies in regional and central offices. 

Full payment of $1185 must be enclosed via check or money order.  Please make check or money order payable 

to United Synagogue- Tzafon Region.   Please consult the checklist at the bottom of the Tzafon Region regional 
registration form to ensure you turn in a complete application. 

Cancellation Policy 
Prior to October 23th ~ No Penalty 
October 23 – November 20th ~ $250 penalty 
November 21-December 7 ~ $500.00 penalty 
On or after December 8 ~ No Refund 

All cancellations must be made in writing and confirmed by the regional office. 
 



TZAFON CHICAGO ‘09 Registration Form 
Please return this Registration Form with your International Convention Application, Pre-Convention 

Application, and full payment of $1185.00 for International Convention 2009 to the Tzafon Regional Office. 
Consult the checklist at the bottom of this form to ensure that you turn in a complete application packet. 
Registration cannot be guaranteed without it. 

BASIC INFORMATION: 
Name:  
Address:  
Phone: 
Cell Phone: 
Email Address: 
Parent Email Address: 
Chapter: 
ROOMING REQUEST: 
Please list up to 2 USYers (same gender) with whom you would like to be roomed: 
WE CAN NOT GUARANTEE, BUT WILL MAKE EVERY ATTEMPT TO HONOR AT LEAST ONE 
REQUEST. 
1.  
2. 
I need to be housed within walking distance for Shabbat: Yes _______ No _______ 
Are you a Vegetarian Yes____ No _____ Allergies to Pets Yes________ No _______ 
RITUAL INFORMATION: 
I would like to LEAD (please check all that apply): 
Weekday Shacharit _____ Weekday Mincha _____ Kabbalat Shabbat _____ Musaf _____ 
Shabbat Shacharit _____ Shabbat Mincha _____ Torah Service _____ Maariv _____ 
Torah Reading _____ Haftarah Reading _____ Shabbat Maariv _____ Birkat Hamazon _____ 
 

 

Please use this checklist to help ensure that you submit a complete application packet to 
our office. 

TZAFON REGION – International Convention Registration Form (this page) 
PRE-CONVENTION APPLICATION, complete with signatures of USYer and Parent 
CODE OF CONDUCT, complete with signature of USYer 
Parental Consent and acknowledgement of Code of Conduct, with Parent signature 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION APPLICATION (with the following required signatures: 

Parent signature on both the Consent, Authorization and Release and the Code of 
Conduct, USYer signature on Code of Conduct, Advisor/Youth Director signature AND 
Rabbi signature) 

Payment of $1185 check or money order made payable to United Synagogue – Tzafon 
Region)   
 
See you there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



International Convention 2009  

Pre-Convention Application 
CHUSY REGION – Am Yisrael Conservative Congregation, Northfield, IL 
December 24-27, 2009 
Name _______________________________________________  

 
Address _____________________________ City ______________ Zip Code _____________ 
Chapter _______________ Synagogue Affiliation: ___________________________________ 
Home Phone: (     )____________________ USYer Phone: (      )______________________ 
Parent’s Email: _________________________________  
USYer Email: _______________________________________ 
EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Parents’ Names  
Home Phone   (       ) 
Daytime Phone (        ) 
Cell Phone  (       ) 
Please provide the following information for two people who can be called in an emergency 
when neither parent can be reached. 
1. _____________________________ _____________________ ______________________ 
Name Relationship Phone 
2. _____________________________ _____________________ ______________________ 
Name Relationship Phone 
USYer Health Insurance  Number: _____________________________________ 
Other Insurance: 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Other________________________________ 
 

If YES, please list condition, medication/treatment, and dosage: 
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do you require housing within walking  
HOUSING: List up to two (2) USYers with whom you would like to be housed: 
1.  
2. 
RELIGIOUS PARTICIPATION: (Check the roles you would like) 
Weekday: ah 
Shabbat:  

 
 

I AM A:  



CODE OF CONDUCT 
PLEASE READ AND SIGN THIS CODE OF CONDUCT. THIS APPLICATION WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
WITHOUT ALL PARTIES’ SIGNATURES - REGARDLESS OF YOUR AGE. 

 Participant must be a paid member of USY in good standing 

No USYer shall violate any civil or criminal law, including but not limited to those related to: smoking, possession, 
consumption or use of any tobacco products, narcotics, marijuana, other illegal drugs or prescription drugs not prescribed for 
the user, shoplifting or theft of any kind, tampering of or destruction to property, and destruction of one’s own or another 
person’s physical and/or mental integrity. Inappropriate or unwelcome physical contact or language, indecent attire or public 
nudity is not permitted.  

If a USYer is caught in the presence of tobacco, alcohol or illegal drugs, s/he will immediately be sent home at 
his/her parents’ expense. The participants and their 
parents are responsible for the cost of any damage incurred.  
USY International policy states: “If a USYer is apprehended for ŀƴ ƛƴŦǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¸ƻǳǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 
policy regarding drug and alcohol abuse or any other criminal offense, including but not limited to shoplifting, 
punishment for that offense would include suspension from International events (including, but not limited to the 
International USY Convention and USY summer programs) for one year following the infractions. Individuals will also 
be prohibited from participating in the next major regional USY program and other events occurring in the interim, 
and prohibited from chairing events or staffing programs for six months. Individuals already in leadership positions 
would be removed. A major Regional event is a regionally sponsored overnight event, such as a convention, Kinnus or 
Encampment.” 

The region reserves the right to impose additional sanctions in connection with this or any other improper behavior as it sees 
fit. 

 Tzafon Region also reserves the right to search the room and belongings of any attendee if it has reasonable grounds to 
believe that such a search is necessary to secure the health, safety and/or welfare of the program and or its participants.  
Judgment in such situations will be made by the Regional Youth Director in consultation with the Chair of the Regional Youth 
Commission or hosting synagogue. 

There is to be no possession of matches or lighters, pagers, walkie-talkies, stereos or laser pointers. 

Cellular phones are not to be used at any time during the convention. 

All males are expected to bring and wear tallit, t’fillin and kippot. Males are required to wear an appropriate head 
covering at all times. Females are invited and encouraged to do the same. 

All convention delegates are expected to attend all parts of the program, may not leave the facility unless specified by the 
schedule and must fully cooperate with the staff at all times. 

Each participant is expected to maintain proper decorum and attitude during the entire program. Disruptive behavior 
(including, but not limited to, inappropriate sexual behavior) will not be tolerated.  

Proper and appropriate attire is expected at all times in compliance with the Dress Code Policy set by the International 
Youth Commission. 

USY Dress Code: Tzniut (modesty) is a long-standing Jewish value. As a people who see ourselves as reflecting the 
image of God, our Jewish community believes we should act accordingly; thus, some things are not appropriate, for 
they do not reflect our Jewish values. How we dress is a basic example of these values.   Suggestive or revealing 
clothes for either men or women are not in keeping with Jewish law or sensibilities. 

Clothing on which any profanity or inappropriate language, pictures or symbols are written, printed or depicted is 
not permitted. 

No visible underwear is permitted for both males and females. 

During t’fillot, inappropriately short skirts or shorts, or tight garments, are not permitted; shoulders must be 
covered for both males and females. 

Tank tops, bare midriff styles, halter-tops, leggings, or see-through blouses are not permitted. 

Participants must attend all scheduled sessions, workshops, programs, and meals, as well as participate in all religious 
services. 

All participants must be in their rooms at curfew and remain there. Males are not to enter female sleeping rooms and 
females are not to enter male sleeping rooms. Parties after returning to host homes, even with host permission, are not part 
of the convention activities and are forbidden. 

Each participant is expected to conduct him/herself appropriately as a Conservative Jew (including the observance of 
Shabbat and Kashrut) in accordance with applicable standards of the Law and Standards Committee of the Rabbinical 
Assembly and/or the local Rabbinical Authority. 

The acting Regional Youth Director, in consultation with the Regional Youth commission, reserves the right to enforce 
other rules relating to the integrity of the Regional Youth Program and/or health, safety or welfare of its participants. 

(OVER) 



Participant Statement 
By my signature, I certify that I will adhere to the program, observe the code of conduct (which I have read 
[above]), and will conduct myself in a manner reflecting credit upon my region, chapter, and community.  Any 
violation of this code of conduct may result in my being sent home at my parent(s)’ expense. I understand the 
acting Regional Director has the sole discretion to send a participant home. 
 
Signature of USYer: ________________________________________________ 

 



Parental Consents and acknowledgement of CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
I ____________________________________, the parent/ guardian of ______________________________, who 
will be participating in this regional/international program with Tzafon Region, give my child permission to attend 
the set program sponsored by the Tzafon Region United Synagogue Youth (including post convention activities 
with the host region) and International USY.   I certify that I have read and approved the above Code of Conduct 
that my child has signed. 
 

BREACH OF CODE OF CONDUCT 
I do hereby agree that if my child fails to adhere to the Code, then, in such event, those persons in charge of the 
program may send my child home at my expense.    I, or my emergency contact, will be telephoned collect to 
arrange for public transportation to deliver my child to my home city. I understand that the Regional Youth 
Director has the sole discretion to send my child home. I have reviewed the Code of Conduct with my child and 
understand that he/she must comply with the Code or be subject to disciplinary action as determined by the 
Regional Youth Director.  I will support the rules and regulations as outlined above. I understand that my child 
agrees to abide by the above rules, and I assume full parental responsibility for my child while in attendance at 
the program. I acknowledge that United Synagogue (International) and/or Tzafon Region, its servants, agents, 
employees and coordinating commissions (the Sponsor) have acted on my behalf to arrange for my child’s 
participation in the program. I understand that all necessary safety precautions, chaperones, and insurance have 
been arranged by the Region. 
DAMAGES 
I agree that the sponsor shall not be liable or responsible to me or my child for any loss or damage to which 
he/she may sustain to any personal property, whether by reason of any delay, modification, or curtailment of 
arrangements pertaining to services or facilities to be provided in connection with the participation of my child at 
the program, whatever the cause or source whatsoever, nor shall the sponsors be responsible or liable for any 
loss, damage or injury of any kind or manner whatsoever which may be caused, or which such child may sustain 
during his/her participation in the program, whether such injury has been caused by the negligence of the 
sponsor, its servants, agents, employees or officers.   
HOLD HARMLESS 
As well, I agree to hold harmless and indemnify the Tzafon Region of United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
and the United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism from any and all claims or causes of action instituted by my 
child or on behalf of my child arising out of his/her participation in this Convention. I understand that I am liable 
for all damage caused by my child to the property of others, and will reimburse Tzafon Region for such claims as 
determined by the Regional Youth Director. 
TRANSPORTATION 
The Sponsor has been, and is authorized by me, on behalf of my child, to alter or modify the itinerary or any of the 
arrangements made by the sponsor with respect to attendance by my child at the program, or modifications 
advisable, without prior consent, notice, or liability to me, transportation may be chartered bus, public 
transportation, or private vehicles. 
PHOTOGRAPHIC RELEASE 
I am aware of the fact that the events in which my child is participating may be photographed by either amateur 
or professional photographers. The photographs taken may be used both for purposes of reporting on the event 
or for such other use as the Tzafon Region United Synagogue Youth (including post convention host region) and 
International USY organization may determine. I have no objection to the pictures taken being used at any time 
for promotional use. It is my understanding that by signing this document I consent to the use of the pictures just 
referred to for any purpose whatsoever. 
 

(OVER) 



HEALTH RELEASE 
My child has my consent to attend and to participate in the scheduled activity. I do not have any information or 
knowledge as to my child’s physical or mental condition, which would limit my child’s participation unless this box 

is checked with explanation attached to this page, or make my child’s travel and/or participation in the 
program hazardous, unwise, unwarranted, or a potential source of danger to my child or any other who may 
participate in the program with my child. 
EMERGENCY CARE 
In the case of emergency, effort will be made to contact my designate or me. I agree to pay any expenses for 
medical expenses or medical services rendered to my child and accept responsibility for the payment of any loss, 
damage of destruction of any property by my child at the program, whether to the property of the sponsor or 
otherwise. 
HEALTH CARE AUTHORIZATION 
The regional director, or his/her designate is expressly authorized to engage appropriate health care providers to 
administer, prescribe, and/or direct the administration of any medication, other medical treatment, care, surgery, 
hospitalization, or medical procedures and services deemed appropriate under the circumstance, if you are not 
able to timely contact me for instructions, acting as my authorized agent, and at my sole cost and expense. There 
are no exceptions or limitations, or other special instructions, in connection with the foregoing, unless this box  is 
checked with explanation attached to this page. 
Furthermore, in the event that I cannot be reached in an emergency, I hereby grant permission to the physician 
selected by the convention director, Regional Director, or his/her designate to hospitalize, secure proper 
treatment for, and to order injections, anesthesia, or surgery for my child as named above. Of course, in the event 
of an emergency, every effort will be made to reach the parents or their proxy. 
SPECIAL NEEDS RELEASE 

Unless this box  is checked and I have provided you with specific instructions, directions and/or other specific 
data to the contrary, as indicated on this application, you may assume that the minor has no medical disabilities, 
allergies or other limitations of any kind whatsoever that might in any way limit participation in the scheduled 
activity. I am aware that this form may be photocopied for use by medical caregivers. 
 
I accept full responsibility for my child and his/her actions. The person(s) named as emergency contacts can be 
contacted and may provide instructions to you in my place with respect to any matter of parental responsibility if I 
cannot be reached. 
 
Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian: ____________________________________ 
  
DATE: ______________ 
 
PRINT NAME: _____________________________________ 

 
Once complete, please mail your application and payment to the Regional Office: 
Tzafon Region USY, 113 New Krumkill Road, Albany, NY 12208 


